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108. D [Shiv Kapur] Indian golfer Shiv Kapur has won the Royal Cup at Pattaya on 

December 31, 2017, which is his third Asian Tour title of 2017. Kapur, who had just 

one win in almost 11 years till April this year, has now won three times in last 8 

months. This latest win marks Kapur’s fourth Asian Tour win and sixth international 

title as he won twice on European Challenge Tour also. 

109. Answer: A [China ] China has launched the world’s largest human genome research 

project to document the genetic makeup of one lakh people to help generate the 

precision medicines for the future. The project would detect the genetic links between 

health and sickness and involve one person from different ethnic backgrounds and 

regions. The project will collect the genetic data of Han ethnic majority people from all 

over the country and 9 other ethnic minority groups with a population of more than 5 

million. There are about 25,000 human genes and the project aims to decode the 

hereditary information contained in each. The project includes four stages – collecting, 

sequencing gene samples, gathering the data and sharing the findings. As per report, 

the project will conclude all its gene sequencing and analysis within four years, which 

will also make it the fastest genome engineering project in the world, the report said. 

The report did not disclose the budget 

110. D [Vidarbha]  Vidarbha cricket team has created history by winning the 2017 Ranji 

Trophy tournament with a thumping 9-wicket win over Delhi at the Holkar stadium in 

Indore on the 4th and penultimate day of their final on January 1, 2018. It is 

Vidarbha’s first Ranji Trophy title. After conceding a 252-run first innings lead, Delhi 

were bowled out for 280 in their second innings, setting a target of merely 29 runs for 

Vidarbha. Vidarbha lost only one wicket and took only five overs to chase down the 

target which gave them their first Ranji Trophy title. Rajneesh Gurbani’s 6 for 59, 

including a hat-trick and a century from Akshay Wadkar were the key moments in 

Vidarbha scripting a fairytale run. 

111. Answer: B [Tamil Nadu] The 171st Araadhanai Music Festival (AMF) has started in 

Thiruvaiyaru, Tamil Nadu on January 2, 2018. The fest is one of the Trinities of 

Carnatic music Saint Thyagaraja, which was inaugurated by Governor Banwarilal 

Purohit. The main function of the festival – the choral singing of Thyagaraja’s five kritis 

in Ghana ragas – will be held on his Samadhi day which falls on next Saturday. Over 

1,000 musicians from all over the world are expected to pay homage to Saint Thygaraja 

during the course of the five-day festival. 

112. : A [Uttarakhand] The Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences 

(ARIES) is a leading research institute, which is located in Nainital, Uttarakhand. It is 

an autonomous body under the Department of Science and Technology (DST), 

Government of India (GoI) and has specialization in Astronomy, Astrophysics and 

Atmospheric Sciences 

113. Answer: A [13) On 1st January 2018, the Assamese and Manipuri language 

versions of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Official website (www.pmindia.gov.in) were 

launched. The website can now be accessed in Assamese and Manipuri in keeping with 

the requests from the citizens of the two states. With this launch, the PM INDIA website 

is available in 13 regional languages namely Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, 

Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Tamil and Telugu in addition to English 

and Hindi. The initiative is part of the on-going efforts of the Prime Minister Modi to 

reach out to the people and communicate with them in their own language. 
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114. B [Assam) The first draft of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) for Assam has 

listed 19 million people out of the 32.9 million applicants as legal Indian citizens in a 

massive exercise aimed at identifying illegal immigrants in the state that borders 

Bangladesh. The Office of the State Coordinator of NRC Assam has provided five 

alternatives to check for the names included in the draft. One of them alternative is to 

check the printed version of the list at the NRC Seva Kendras between 10 AM to 4 PM 

till January 31 on all working days. One can also call at the 24X7 tollfree helpline 

number 15107 from Assam and 18003453762 from outside Assam. The NRC was last 

updated in Assam way back in 1951. Then, it had recorded 80 lakh citizens in the 

State. India and Bangladesh share 4,096-km-long border, of which 262 km falls in 

Assam. 

115. C [Abhay]Abhay, the 1986-batch police officer of Odisha cadre, has taken charge as 

the new chief of the of the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) at the NCB headquarters in 

Delhi on January 2, 2018. He will hold the post the post till 18th of November 2019. 

Prior to this appointment, he was Additional DG (Training) in the Central Reserve Police 

Force (CRPF). The post of the NCB DG was lying vacant since April 2017 when the 

incumbent R R Bhatnagar was appointed as the CRPF DG. Special Secretary in the 

home ministry Rina Mitra was handling the additional charge of NCB DG since then. 

The NCB, under the command of the Union Home Ministry, is the apex coordinating 

and enforcement agency in the country against drug crimes and for countering drugs 

abuse 

116. Answer: A [Gopal Guru]Political scientist Gopal Guru has been appointed as the 

Editor of the Economic and Political Weekly (EPW) by the Sameeksha Trust for a period 

of five years. Urrently, Professor Guru teaches Political Science at the Jawaharlal Nehru 

University (JNU) in New Delhi. Earlier, he taught at the University of Delhi and the 

University of Pune. 

117. Answer: A [Meghalaya) Meghalaya has signed the Host City Contract with 

the Indian Olympic Association (IOA) for hosting the 39th National Games in 2022 

on January 3, 2018. The tripartite contract was signed between the IOA, the 

Meghalaya State Olympic Association, and the state government. With this, 

Meghalaya will host the National Games 2022 coinciding with the 50th year of the 

creation of the state. For these games, the central government will provide 30% of 

the total budget for the National Games while the remaining 70% funds would have 

to be raised by the state government on its own. Meghalaya will be the 3rd 

northeastern state after Manipur and Assam hosted the National Games in 1999 

and 2007, respectively. It had co-hosted the 2016 South Asian Games with its 

neighboring Assam. Approx, 14,450 athletes and officials are expected to visit the 

state during the 2022 National Games 
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151.  Answer D The Karakum canal in Turkmenisthan is the longest irrigation 

canal in the world. It is over 1300 km long. 
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157. Correct Answer: C [Operation Alert] 

Explanation: 

The Border Security Force (BSF) has launched Operation Alert along the over 200 

km long International Border (IB) in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) to curb the 

increasing movement of infiltrating terrorists from across the border. 

158. Correct Answer: B [Karnataka] 

Explanation:The Basava Sagar Dam has been built across the Krishna River at 

Siddapur Village in Bijapur district of Karnataka. The reservoir that it impounds is 

known as Basava Sagar, and has a total storage capacity of 37.965 tmcft with 30.5 

tmcft live storage. The full reservoir level is 492.25 m MSL and the minimum draw 

down level is 481.6 m MSL. The dam is 29 meters high and over 10 kilometres long 

and has 30 gates for water release. 

159. Correct Answer: B [Madhya Pradesh] 

Explanation:Prime Minister Narendra Modi has attended the annual conference of 

DGPs and IGPs at the BSF Academy at Tekanpur in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh on 

January 7, 2018. Over 250 top police officers from all over the country are taking 

part in the three-day conference. The 2-day Director Generals of Police (DGPs) 

Conference is an annual event in which top police officers from all over the country 

share and discussed security-related issues. Holding the Annual DGP Conference 

outside the national capital, is in line with Prime Minister’s vision that such 

conferences should be held across the country, and not just confined to Delhi. 

Earlier, Prime Minister Modi had addressed the conference in Guwahati in 2014, 

Dhordo, Rann of Kutch, Gujarat in 2015 and National Police Academy, Hyderabad 

in 2016. 
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160. Correct Answer: C [Iceland] 

Explanation:Iceland has become the first country in the world to enforce equal pay 

for women and men. The new law, which came into force on 1st January 2018, 

stated that companies and government agencies employing at least 25 people will 

have to obtain government certification of their equal-pay policies. Companies will 

face fines if they can’t prove that men and women are receiving the same salary for 

the same job. The new legislation was supported by Iceland’s centre-right 

government, as well as the opposition, in a parliament where nearly 50% of all 

members are women. 

161. Correct Answer: A [Ravi Menon] 

Explanation:Ravi Menon, an Indian-origin banker in Singapore has been named as 

the best central bank governor in Asia-Pacific for 2018 by the leading UK-based 

magazine ‘The Banker’ for his contribution in the makeover of Singapore’s financial 

system. He is the managing director of Singapore’s central bank Monetary 

Authority of Singapore (MAS 

162. Correct Answer: C [Hyderabad ] 

Explanation:The World Sweet Festival (WSF-2018) will be held in Hyderabad from 

January 13 to showcase the cosmopolitan nature of Hyderabad in a sweet way. The 

sweets from around 25 states in India and 15 foreign countries, to be prepared 

locally by members of various associations, will be displayed at the event, being 

organized by the Telangana government. The 3-day festival would be organised in 

association with various cultural, language and region-based associations of 

people, including those from foreign countries living in Hyderabad. The event would 

be held along with kites festival which the Telangana government organises every 

year. 

163. Correct Answer: C [Arunachal Pradesh] 

Explanation:Soon, India’s second Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) will be 

set up by the Union Government in Arunachal Pradesh as part of tapping the 

potential of the Northeastern region. The first FTII was set up in Pune, an 

autonomous institute operating under the Union Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting (I&B). Film actor Anupam Kher is the current Chairman of this 

institute. 

164. Correct Answer: B [Matunga railway station] 

Explanation:The Matunga suburban station on the Central Railway (CR) of Mumbai 

division has figured in the Limca Book of Records 2018 for having an all-woman 

staff. The achievement comes six months after Matunga became the first railway 

station in the country to be run by an all-woman staff. A team of 41 women staffers 

at the station includes personnel from the RPF, commercial and operating 

departments. These staffers work under the supervision of station manager Mamta 

Kulkarni. The staff has been handling all operations of the station round-the-clock 

for the last six months and results are positive and encouraging. The aim of the 

initiative is to create an environment where women are encouraged to take a 

decision about their own personal and professional well-being 

165. Correct Answer: A [China ] 

Explanation:The 34th Harbin International Ice and Snow Festival 2018 and the 3rd 

China International Ice and Snow Tourism Summit has officially started on 

January 5 in Harbin, capital of northeast China’s Heilongjiang Province. The 

festival mainly features ice and snow-themed scenic spots such as the world’s 

largest ice and snow park and a snow sculpture art expo as well as diverse ice and 

snow sports and entertainments. Statistics show that during the 33rd ice and snow 
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festival the number of tourists received by Harbin stood at 18.49 million, up 12.2% 

year on year. 

166. Correct Answer: B [Iran ] 

Explanation:Iran has recently banned teaching of English language in primary 

schools to fight against western cultural invasion. Usually, the teaching of English 

starts in middle school in Iran, at the ages of 12 to 14, but some primary schools 

below that age also have English classes. The head of the state-run High Education 

Council, Mehdi Navid-Adham stated that teaching English in government and non-

government primary schools in the official curriculum are against laws and 

regulations 
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